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Dear Parents/Carers,
Art Week

The school has been buzzing with artistic activity this week as I hope you will have been able to see when visiting our Art exhibition today. The children have joined together to make a permanent mural made from textiles representing the different continents  - I would like to thank in particular teachers in our Arts team along with Mrs. Walker and Mr. Askew-Ives for their work in putting the mural together. I would also like to thank all those who gave of their free time to talk to the children about their interest in Art and textiles.
This report about a visit from a local artist was written by Connie in Year 6:

“On Monday 22nd March Connie, Jazmine, Charlotte and other children from Year 4 and year 5 went to see the artist Jan Hunter. We had to paint in the style of Van Gogh. We all looked at a picture of a beach, after that we had to paint in his style. When we had finished, we could paint our own choice of picture.
We learnt how to use dashes and lines when painting. We enjoyed the session and we would like to thank Jan Hunter for giving us the few extra tips”
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IMPORTANT….Sponsored Event
I have attached a sponsor form to this newsletter to raise funds for a very worthy cause affecting a family at the school. I hope that you will be moved when you read it and feel able to support Dylan’s family at this difficult time. The sponsored bungee jump will take place on May 15th at The Row Barge in St John’s. I would like to congratulate Mr. Drew in advance for being brave enough to volunteer to jump – not something I would like to do! 
I am sure you will all keep little Dylan and his family in your thoughts and prayers and wish them well at this difficult time.
School Grounds development

I am sure you have noticed a number of improvements we have been making to the school grounds. The Foundation stage now have a new garden to dig in and older pupils have a stage and seating, a story chair and a willow dome to look after and explore. We have also put a new shaded area in place near year 4 so that children can sit and take part in quiet activities during playtime if they wish to.  All these developments are to encourage the children to learn outdoors as well as in the classroom. During the Easter holiday the year 4 classroom will be re-furbished in line with our rolling programme to improve the learning environment for your child.

Easter Service [image: image3.jpg]



I look forward to seeing many of you at our Easter Service on Wednesday 31st  March  at St John’s Church 10.00am. We will sadly being saying goodbye to Giles Williams, the Vicar, who is to take up a new post in Cannes in France. We will miss him but wish him every success in his new role.
Little Warriors Karate Gradings[image: image4.wmf]
Eighty local children took part in a karate grading at Woking Leisure Centre last week, St Johns Primary pupils achieved the following grades:

1st Stripes: Dominik Buocik Ben Drew

2nd Stripes: Catriona Brown, Caitlin Harvey, Tyrese Shipp, Christiana Shipp, Patrick Peto

Orange Belts: Hashim Jafri, Max Green, Josh Giles-Friend
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Congratulations to all of you!
Brookwood Country Park                                   
A parent has told me that Brookwood Country Park is alive with the signs of Spring. Parents of children in Nursery and Reception class might want to visit the park over the next few weeks as this will support the topic they have been looking at this term.

Staff Changes

Mrs. White has moved from Nursery to Reception class and Mrs. Howard is joining the Nursery team in her place next term. I would like to welcome her along with Mrs. Bicknell who has also joined our Reception class team.  I am sure you will join me in welcoming them to St John’s and wish them well in their new roles.

Children’s Centre News

Our own website is now live – www.stjohnsknaphillchildrenscentre.co.uk. Please look at it and add it to your favourites. We will be adding information over the next few days so keep coming back and let us know what you think of it.

We will be open next week commencing 29th March for advice and information only. We are unable to use our rooms on a couple of days because of school Easter activities so will be using the week to plan and reorganise ourselves ready for the next sessions. We are open over the Easter holidays and details of our activities are available from us and the website.

We have Dad’s morning on Saturday this week – 10.00 – 11.30 – all Dads/Grandads welcome.

End of term

We break up for Easter on March 31st at 2.00pm. School reopens on Tuesday 20th April. School run clubs begin the week commencing 26th April.  Letters for booking clubs places will be sent out in the first day back after Easter, however a list of the new clubs will be up in the parent notice board before we break up next week so you can plan ahead.  Please note we are closed for polling day on May 6th. As this is the last newsletter before we break up I would like to wish you a Happy Easter and hope you have an enjoyable break.
Yours sincerely,
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